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ABOUT CADTH
CADTH is an independent, not-for-profit organization responsible for providing Canada’s 
health care decision-makers with objective evidence to help make informed decisions 
about the optimal use of drugs and medical devices in our health care system.
CADTH receives funding from Canada’s federal, provincial, and territorial governments, with the exception of Quebec.

cadth.ca

DISCLAIMER
The information in this document is intended to help health care decision-makers, patients, health care professionals, health systems leaders, and 
policy-makers make well-informed decisions and thereby improve the quality of health care services. This information should not be used as a 
substitute for the application of clinical judgment in respect of the care of a particular patient or other professional judgment in any decision-making 
process nor is it intended to replace professional medical advice. While CADTH has taken care in the preparation of this document to ensure that 
its contents are accurate, complete, and up-to-date, CADTH does not make any guarantee to that effect. CADTH is not responsible for any errors or 
omissions or injury, loss, or damage arising from or as a result of the use (or misuse) of any information contained in or implied by the information in 
this document. The Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health takes sole responsibility for the final form and content of this report. The 
views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of Health Canada or any provincial or territorial government.

Reproduction of this document for non-commercial purposes is permitted provided appropriate credit is given to CADTH.

PATIENT ENGAGEMENT AT CADTH

Questions or comments about  
CADTH?

Learn more:  
cadth.ca

Contact us: 
requests@cadth.ca

Follow us on Twitter: 
@CADTH_ACMTS

Subscribe to our E-Alert and New at CADTH newsletter: 
cadth.ca/subscribe.

Why Seek the Patient Perspective?
Listening to patients is a vital part of CADTH’s work. 
We know that patients have unique knowledge 
about what it is like to live with a specific medical 
condition. They can tell us what is important to them, 
including potential benefits of current treatments 
and harms they wish to avoid — which may not be 
reported in published literature. And they can tell us 
what they would most value  from a new treatment. 
All of this information can and should inform our 
approach to health technology assessment (HTA) 
and management.

Opportunities for Input: Patient 
Perspectives and Experiences
Pharmaceutical Reviews

Within CADTH, our Common Drug Review (CDR) 
and pan-Canadian Oncology Drug Review (pCODR) 
programs deliver reimbursement recommendations 
to governments to help them make evidence-
informed funding decisions.

Patient group input is used in these programs 
to identify patient-important outcomes and 
expectations for new treatments, and inform the 
development of the research protocol. We also seek 
patient input on each drug that is reviewed by CDR 
and pCODR. The patient submissions we receive 
are discussed during committee deliberations 
and reflected within the final reimbursement 
recommendations. The final recommendations, 
which are delivered to governments, are also 
published in full and are freely available on our 
website.

Within the pCODR program, there are a few 
additional opportunities for patient input, including 
an opportunity to provide feedback on an initial 
recommendation before it is considered final.

“If you’re not involving patients in 
HTA, then you’re not doing HTA.”

— Dr. Brian O’Rourke
President and CEO

CADTH
“…Gathering the information and 
preparing the submission process 
was a very positive experience. Not 
only did we learn new things about our 
patients, but we once again witnessed 
how valuable it is for patients to have 
a chance to speak and be heard.”

— Della Cogar
Founder

Hereditary Angioedema Canada

@CADTH_ACMTS

linkedin.com/company/cadth

slideshare.net/CADTH-ACMTS

youtube.com/CADTHACMTS cadth.ca/photoblog
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Medical Devices and Clinical Interventions
CADTH also seeks patient involvement in our medical 
devices and clinical interventions portfolio, which 
delivers reports and recommendations on the optimal 
use of diagnostic tests, as well as medical, dental, 
and surgical devices and procedures.

For these projects, we seek patient input on key 
outcomes to inform the development of the research 
protocol. We also conduct a systematic review of 
the qualitative literature on patient perspectives and 
experiences to accompany the clinical and economic 
assessments of the technology. And we seek 
feedback on draft reports and recommendations from 
all interested stakeholders, including patients.

Scientific Advice
The Scientific Advice Program at CADTH is a fee-
for-service consultation offered to pharmaceutical 
companies. Through the program, CADTH provides 
advice on early drug development plans from an HTA 
perspective.

As part of the process to develop scientific advice, 
CADTH interviews a patient who has a long-term 
experience with the condition in question and we seek 
the patient’s input on current therapies and unmet 
needs. Patients are recruited through relationships 
with patient groups, clinical experts, and other 
networks. Our hope is that, if patients are involved 
in trial design, the findings may better reflect patient 
needs. 

Advisory Roles for Patients                     
and the Public
Through our Board of Directors and advisory 
bodies, CADTH enlists the support of experts and 
stakeholders from across the country to inform our 
work. Public and patient members hold positions on 
our:

• Board of Directors (public members)
• Canadian Drug Expert Committee                        

(public members)
• pCODR Expert Review Committee                       

(patient members)
• Health Technology Expert Review Panel                  

(public member)
• Patient Community Liaison Forum.

The CADTH Patient Community Liaison Forum is a 
voluntary group, comprising representatives from 
patient group umbrella organizations and CADTH. It 
provides an effective means of sharing information 
and collaborating on broad issues that generally 
apply to both our scientific work and how we engage 
with the patient community. 

Learning Opportunities for Patients 
and Patient Groups
CADTH Lecture Series
The CADTH Lecture Series features presentations by 
prominent scientists and scholars who share their 
perspectives on the pressing issues facing HTA today. 
There is no fee to attend the lectures, and attendees 
can participate in person or via webinar, with the 
videos archived for later viewing. The topics selected 
are often of interest to patients and members of the 
public.

CADTH Symposium
The annual CADTH Symposium is a must-attend 
conference for the HTA community in Canada and 
beyond, and brings together HTA producers, health 
economists, government representatives, academics, 
health professionals, patients and patient groups.

Patients and patient groups are involved in several 
aspects of the conference, including:

• serving on the conference planning committee
• participating as speakers in plenary and panel 

sessions
• presenting oral presentations and posters.

To make patient involvement easier, CADTH provides 
a Travel Award to cover the cost of attendance, and 
patients who do not receive an award are eligible for a 
discounted registration fee.

For more information about patient engagement and 
involvement at CADTH, please visit www.cadth.ca/
patientengagement.

Patient and Public Engagement at CADTH

Governance and 
Advisory Roles

• Board of Directors
• Canadian Drug Expert 

Committee
• pCODR Expert Review 

Committee
• Health Technology 

Expert Review Panel
• Patient Community 

Liaison Forum

Patient Perspectives 
and Experiences

Patient group input:
• Common Drug Review
• pan-Canadian 

Oncology Drug Review
• Therapeutic Reviews

Direct interaction with 
patients:
• Scientific Advice

Qualitative evidence 
synthesis:
• Reviews of patient 

perspectives and 
experiences

• Reports on the 
appropriate use of 
multiple technologies 
including medical 
devices and clinical 
interventions

Opportunities                  
for Learning

• CADTH Lecture Series
• CADTH Symposium


